Philosophy Study

PHI-10 and PHI-11

This research investigates the success of PHI-10 and PHI-11 students in online courses versus traditional courses.  In order to answer the research questions, valid grades
 for the Fall and Spring semesters between Fall 2003 and Spring 2007 were used in this investigation.
Is there a difference in success rates by delivery method?
For PHI-10, 4,765 students received a valid grade.  Of these, 2,669 (62.3%) were successful. The success by delivery method
 by which a student took the class was investigated.  The courses were divided into three groups: traditional (i.e., face-to-face), video, or internet delivery.  There was a difference in success rates by the way the course was delivered.  Students who took the course via traditional delivery were more successful than students who took the course via internet delivery, while students who took the course via internet delivery were more successful than students who took the course via video delivery (F=25.69, p<.01).  The differences in success by delivery methods are summarized in Table 1.  
Table 1: Success rate by delivery method for PHI-10

	Delivery Method
	Non-Success
	Success

	Traditional
	1,484
36.0%
	2,638
64.0%

	Internet
	168
42.9%
	224
57.1%

	Video
	144

57.4%
	107

42.6%

	Total = 4,765
	1,796

37.7%
	2,969

62.3%


For PHI-11, there were 3,998 students who received a valid grade of which 2,703 (67.6%) were successful.  PHI-11 was offered in two delivery methods, traditional and internet. There was a difference in success rates by the way the course was delivered.  Students who took the course via traditional delivery were more successful than students who took the course via internet delivery (t = 15.284, p <.01).  Table 2 displays the results (See next page). 
Table 2: Success rate by delivery method for PHI-11

	Delivery Method
	Non-Success
	Success

	Traditional
	993
28.3%
	2,517
71.7%

	Internet
	302
61.9%
	186
38.1%

	Total = 3,998
	1,295

32.4%
	2,703

67.6%


Is there a difference in success rates in these courses by campus?

For PHI-10, there was a difference in success rates by campus. Students who took the course at the Norco campus were more successful than students who took the course at the other two campuses.  Students at the Moreno Valley Campus were more successful than students who took the course at the Riverside campus (F = 35.36, p<.01). Table 3 shows the success rates by campus. 

Table 3:  Success by Campus PHI-10
	Campus
	Non-Success
	Success

	Moreno Valley Campus
	324
35.0%
	603
65.0%

	Norco Campus
	410
29.8%
	964
70.2%

	Riverside Campus
	1,062

43.1%
	1,402

56.9%

	Total = 4,765
	1,796

37.7%
	2,969

62.3%


In regards to PHI-11, there was no difference in success among Moreno Valley and Norco students.  Moreno Valley and Norco students were more successful than students who took the courses at the Riverside Campus (F = 42.37, p<.01). The differences in success by campus are summarized in Table 4.  

Table 4: Success by Campus in PHI-11

	Campus
	Non-Success
	Success

	Moreno Valley Campus
	222
28.6%
	553
71.4%

	Norco Campus
	308
24.3%
	958
75.7%

	Riverside Campus
	765

39.1%
	1,192

60.9%

	Total = 3,998
	1,295

32.4% 
	2,703

67.6%


What is the difference by campus and delivery method combined?

Table 5 illustrates by campus the course offerings and the methods of delivery.  

Table 5: PHI-10 Campus by delivery method 

	Campus
	Traditional
	Internet
	Video

	Riverside Campus
	2,026

82.2%
	187
7.6%
	251
10.2%

	Moreno Valley Campus
	927

100%
	0

0.0%
	0

0.0%

	Norco Campus
	1,169

85.1%
	205

14.9%
	0

0.0%

	Total = 4,765
	4,122

86.5%
	392

8.2%
	251

5.3%


Table 6 shows the delivery method at the three campuses of PHI-11.  PHI-11 is only offered in both delivery methods at the Riverside Campus. 

Table 6: PHI-11 Campus by delivery method 

	Campus
	Traditional
	Internet

	Riverside Campus
	1,469

75.1%
	288
24.9%

	Moreno Valley Campus
	775

100.0%
	0

0.0%

	Norco Campus
	1,266

100.0%
	0

0.0%

	Total = 3,998
	3,510

87.8%
	488

12.2%


Due to the fact that PHI-10 was offered in all three methods only at the Riverside campus, the differences for this course will be investigated separately for the Riverside campus only.  In addition, the course was only offered via the traditional and internet methods of delivery at the Norco campus, so success will be investigated separately for that campus as well.  

For PHI-11, the Riverside campus was the only campus to offer the course in more than one delivery method so success in the course by delivery method will be investigated separately for that campus.
In PHI-10 at the Riverside Campus, there was a significant difference in success for students by method of delivery (F = 18.98, p <.01). Students who took the course via traditional delivery were more successful than students who took the course via internet delivery, while there was no difference between the success of those students who took the course via internet or video delivery. Table 7 shows the success rate by delivery method for the Riverside campus.
Table 7: Success of PHI-10 by Riverside Campus 

	Delivery Method
	Non-Success
	Success

	Traditional
	816

40.3%
	1,210
59.7%

	Internet
	102

54.5%
	85

45.5%

	Video
	144

57.4%
	107

42.6%

	Total = 2,464
	1,062

43.1%
	1,402

56.9%


At the Norco Campus for PHI-10, there were no significant differences regarding success by delivery method (t = .799, ns).  Table 8 shows the success rate by delivery method for the Norco campus.
Table 8:  Success of PHI- 10 by Norco Campus

	Delivery Method
	Non-Success
	Success

	Traditional
	344
29.4%
	825
70.6%

	Internet
	66
32.2%
	139
67.8%

	Total = 1,374
	410

32.4%
	964

70.2%


For PHI-11 at the Riverside Campus, there was a significant difference in success by delivery method (t=12.383, p. <.01).  Students who took the course via traditional delivery were more successful than students who took the course via internet delivery.

Table 9: Success of PHI -11 by Riverside Campus

	Norco Campus PHI -11
	Non-Success
	Success

	Traditional
	462
31.5%
	1,006
68.5%

	Internet
	302
61.9%
	186
38.1%

	Total = 1,956
	764

39.1%
	1,192

60.9%


Summary
In both courses, students who took the course via traditional delivery were more successful than students who took the course via the other delivery methods.  Success rates also differed by campus for the two courses with students who took the courses at the Riverside campus being less successful than students who took the courses at the Moreno Valley or Norco campuses.
� A valid grade is a grade of A, B, C, D, F, CR, NC, I, or W


� XF01 designates delivery method of the course. Hybrid delivery method is not designated in the data.
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